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been disorganized by the Plague, was again thrown open *.
Later in the reign, during another period of open trade,
several London merchants declared that they exported ten
thousand cloths more than did the Company2. In 1683 the
Merchant Adventurers were restored to their full privileges 8;
but the Revolution began a new page in the history of English
commerce by throwing open markets hitherto the close
preserve of the greatest of the regulated companies. The
Act of 1689, ' for the better encouragement of the manu-
facture as well as the growth of wool', allowed all persons
to export cloth to any part of the world, a saving clause
reserving the monopoly of four companies: the Levant,
Eastland, Russia, and African 4.
Later	Although the interlopers had triumphed, the debate was
Jj^J* not closed. For a decade petitions and counter-petitions
Company, continued to pour in upon Parliament seeking to reverse or
uphold the decision in favour of free trade. Rival petitions
often came from the same locality each professing to speak
in the name of the industrial and commercial interests
involved 6. On the side of the Company it was urged that
the oversea trade would pass from English into foreign
hands ; moreover the Company was wont to pay ready money
and to supervise the quality of the wares, but now long
credit was extorted from the clothiers which forced them into
1	The proclamation was issued in April 1666, and the period extended
until December 25,  1666 (Dordrecht and Hamburg being excluded):
State Papers Domestic, 1665-1666, p. 352.    It was then prolonged until
December 25, 1667 : ibid. 1666-1667, p. 594 ; Tudor and Stuart Proclama-
tions (ed. Steele), i. Nos. 3458 and 3489.   See also State Papers Domestic,
1670, pp. 202, 510.
2	During a period of 6 months (1676) :   State Papers Domestic, 1676-
1677, p. 52 (also see p. 2 6).  But the interlopers were active at other periods :
ibid. 1673-1675, p. 316.
8 Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 3742.
* The Act is dated 1688 in the statute-book, but the correct date is 1689:
Statutes, vi. 97 ; House of Lords MSS., 1689-1690, p. 256. The Act of 1689
was in operation for three years: House of Commons Journals, x. 714;
xi. 79. When it expired in 1692 the trade was temporarily open, and
a Bill for continuing the Act was rejected: Statutes, vi. 417; House oj
Commons Journals, x. 818. The Act was renewed in 1695 • Statutes 9
vii, 118.
8 See infra, p. 267, notes i and 2. A petition, signed by the mayor of
Leeds and ' divers merchants and clothiers ', alleged that indirect means
were used in obtaining a petition on behalf of the Company : Hist* MSS*
Comm. Various, viii. 83 (1699).

